
 

PLEASE INSERT CSAS LOGO HERE 

CIVIL SERVICE ANGLING SOCIETY 

 AUTUMN NEWSLETTER 2021 

 

www.civilserviceas.org.uk 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 

http://www.civilserviceas.org.uk/


 
CHAIRMAN’S ADDRESS 

 
The membership level is as high as it has been in years and we have had to 
close the membership for the remainder of this season. When we do reopen 
the membership, we will only be accepting new members who are also 
members of the Civil Service Sports Council. The reason for this is that a 
number of our waters are owned by the Civil Service Sports Council and they 
insist that 50% of our members are also Sports Council members. Earlier in the 
year we tried to get a number of our existing associate members to become 
sponsored members of the Sports Council, in return for which they would 
become full members of the angling society. The arithmetic on this was quite 
simple. For associate members who had joined this season, we would refund 
the £55.00 joining fee they had paid and the £54.00 difference between the cost 
off associate membership and full membership of the society, a total of £109.00. 
It costs £54 per year or £4.50 per month to join the Civil Service Angling Society. 
For associate members who had joined in previous years and who joined the 
Sports Council we were offering to refund the £54.00 difference between the 
cost of associate membership and the full membership, so in effect the 
membership of the Sports Council was not costing them any extra. 
 
Although I had a response from sixty-six people who applied to be sponsored 
to join the CSSC and were sent links by the sponsors to join the Sports Council, 
only 44 of these actually joined and received their refunds. This was a waste of 
my time and the sponsors’ time for an action which in effect would cost these 
other twenty-two people nothing. Therefore, we remain below the 50% 
threshold that we are meant to have for CSSC. 
 
On a much more positive note, five keen CSAS bailiffs and volunteers exhibited 
extreme generosity, with Ben Phelps, Paul Sullivan and three close friends 
clubbing together to purchase thirteen fine carp to complement the Ellis stock 
and sow the seeds of future monsters. 
 
You will see later in this Bulletin some of the reports from members of fish that 
have been caught. Given the quality of our waters, it is small wonder that so 
many people are banging at our doors to join. 
 
We shall be moving to a new membership system at the beginning of March 
called Clubmate. You will have to apply online for membership – it will take 
about two weeks for your cards to be issued by Clubmate, so please be patient 
during this transition and do not harangue the Membership Secretary! There is 
less room on these cards for information about waters. Therefore, members will 
now have to consult the members section of the website for details of water 
closures. We would urge members to engage with this new system, upload a 
photograph of yourself, and complete all the other personal details. 
 
Tight lines for the winter ahead. 
 
Grant Milliam 

Chairman and membership Secretary 



COMPETITIONS NEWS 

 

Upcoming Matches 

20th February | River Loddon, Stanford End 

Draw 08.00 | Fish 09.00 to 15.00. Meet carpark A. 

 

26th February | Woolhampton Canal  

Draw 08.00 | Fish 09.00 to 15.00. 

 

5th March | River Jubilee, Marsh Lane 

Draw 08. | Fish 09.00 to 15.00. 

 

12th March | River Thames, Windsor,  

Draw 08.00 | Fish 09.00 to 15.00. 

 

 

For match bookings please contact Competitions Secretary, Richard 

Cowling: 

 

Email: r.cowling911@virginmedia.com 

Mobile: 07479213454 

 

GENERAL NEWS 

 

Windsor Racecourse 

There have been problems throughout the season with members being on 

the Racecourse when or where they shouldn’t be. This has caused 

difficulties with the racecourse management and damaged our relationship 

with them. Their attitude – quite rightly – is that racehorses are extremely 

expensive and temperamental animals who could be easily panicked and 

damage themselves by even the inadvertent actions of our members. If 

this continues, we could lose the fishery. 

 

Access is now by the gate adjacent to the cottage in the direction, from the 

Main Gate, of Windsor itself – Society padlock. 

 

There is also an automatic number plate recognition (ANPR) system in 

place. If you have not already done so, please register your vehicle by 

email, with Fraser Macadam, the Fishery Manager, including your name and 

membership number. His email address is  fraser208@hotmail.co.uk. 

 

On a ‘No Fishing’ day, members have no access to the Racecourse under 

any circumstances. You should not be there – end of story. Therefore, ‘No 

Fishing’ days will be referred to as ‘No Access’ days in future. 

 

mailto:r.cowling911@virginmedia.com?subject=Match%20Bookings
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‘No Access’ days are announced at the start of the season, but other ‘No 

Access’ days are frequently sprung on us, often at short notice. 

 

These are always announced on the Forum, Facebook, the website and on 

the notice board by the Laurels, situated by the laurel bushes on the right 

by the second wire mesh gate as you emerge on to the racetrack itself. 

 

Therefore, before you set off to fish Windsor, check on one or all of these 

sources. They have been made as user-friendly as possible – for the 

website, click on ‘Club News ‘on the first page, log in details are elsewhere 

in this Newsletter.’ Windsor ‘No Access’ Days will be the first thing you see. 

The GPC is investigating ways of improving this system but this applies as 

we go to press. If you have no internet access, consult someone who has. 

 

Having arrived at Windsor, as a final double check, look on the notice board 

by the Laurels swim. If, for any reason, you find you have messed up and 

are there on a ‘No Access’ day, turn round and go. Also, lots of activity, 

men in high–vis jackets and ‘our’ gate being open probably means you 

shouldn’t be there – think! Also, you are only allowed to be on the 

Racecourse for fishing and connected purposes. Dog walking and generally 

wandering about where you have no business to be, are not allowed – 

effectively, stick to the riverbanks. 

 

Dogs are now banned at Windsor. 

 

The Society has gone to great lengths to keep members informed of these 

restrictions. Members who transgress will face disciplinary action and the 

GPC will be in no mood to accept excuses. 

 

Members’ Queries 

If a member has a question about any of our fisheries, it is usually best to 

contact the relevant Fishery Manager, all of whose details are on your 

membership card. Similarly, with questions about the fisheries in general, 

contact the Fisheries Officer; regarding membership, the Membership 

Secretary; and for Temporary Membership Tickets, the TMT Secretary.  

 

Just putting the question on the Forum or Facebook may not get an answer, 

as these are not constantly monitored by the people concerned. 

 

Use of three/four rods at Ellis/Sheepwalk 

To clarify matters, the position now is that you can use three/four rods on 

Ellis or Big Sheepwalk only if you have paid the extra fee, with the sole 

exception of retired members using three rods. 

 

Two rods only can be used on Little Sheepwalk. 



FISHERY REPORTS 

 

Crabtree Lake 

Unfortunately, it has been a disappointing season at Crabtree with very 

little being caught. 

 

This may possibly be due to the very heavy weed growth, which the Model 

Club has tried to counter by introducing blue dye, but which seems to have 

had little effect. Accordingly, we have arranged with the EA, to net the lake 

at some point this winter to see just what is in there. What action we take 

will depend on the results of this netting. 

 

East Whipley Lake 

It has been another quiet season on East Whipley Lake, with fishing results 

possibly a bit down compared with previous years.  It never seems to get 

very busy but a number of members do enjoy its rural ambiance; a good 

place for a comfortable day, perhaps to chill out while watching a float. 

While results from the two CSAS matches at the venue this year were a bit 

disappointing, this may reflect the dates chosen turning out to have some 

unpromising weather.  

 

Happily, there was no repeat in 2021 of the various interruptions to our 

access that we experienced last year, derived from the Covid-19 lockdowns, 

engineering works and extra precautions required by the farm owners. The 

road closure of the B2128 (due to subsidence) that continued for much of 

this year should also be over by the time you read this.  

 

East Whipley has continued to produce catches of small common carp, 

roach and rudd. There are also some mystery fish of decent size (reportedly 

up to 4lb plus) which appear to have some crucian ancestry... or has anyone 

had a true cru, we wonder? 

 

 

 



Ellis Water 

As Autumn draws slowly into winter, once again the bailiff team are looking 

at a large 'to do ' list of various projects that need completing. Swims to 

rebuild, snags to be removed, overhanging branches to be trimmed back 

and of course litter to be collected. All the time that volunteers give for this 

work is much appreciated and for the most part, materials are appropriated 

or 'liberated'. All of the bailiffs love the lakes and give their time happily 

because of this. Several of them have recently pooled some resources to 

buy new stock, with a view to creating longevity and adding diversity into 

the lakes gene pool. Watch out for more information about this on social 

media.  

As in previous years, the lake continues to draw interest from a variety of 

different anglers from varying disciplines,  notably for the tench but also to 

a lesser extent, for eels and bream. 

Despite the club never stocking any tench into Ellis, the population seems 

very healthy, so it can only be presumed some are making it through from 

natural spawning. There is some concern that this isn't happening with the 

bream and discussions are taking place about procuring some to raise their 

numbers for future generations. Most of our anglers fish for carp and as we 

honestly have no idea how many are present (some estimates range from 

200 – 300) and with Ellis often resembling an invertebrate soup, it is by no 

means an easy job to catch them. Catch reports would suggest that we are 

catching the same 50-odd carp repeatedly, but every season 'unknowns' 

crop up and it is these that make Ellis unique and fascinating. There are 

lots of carp fisheries where if you're prepared to spend the money, you 

could be sitting in front of dozens of 40'. In Ellis we might have two or three 

fish of this calibre present; howeverl if it's pristine conditioned, wild and 

uncaught beauties you're seeking, then we have those and a considerable 

number of them. 

Ellis bailiff, Paul Sullivan, with the gorgeous 'June Fish' (left), and Chris Potty with a 
fine common. 



Hambridge – River Kennet 

The fishing at Hambridge seems to be gradually improving. Catching 

reasonably sized barbel is still something of a lottery, although small ones 

– smaller than those stocked in 2018 – have  been caught using trotting 

tactics, which indicates that natural spawning is taking place. 

 

Anglers using trotting tactics have reported good catches of dace, smallish 

chub, grayling, trout and some roach. Some large dace have been caught 

from the canal (Newbury members on exchange tickets have taken 

advantage of this), which would indicate that giving more attention to the 

often neglected canal may pay dividends, especially as there is now a 

bigger, more secure car park. On one occasion your Fisheries Officer, Iam 

Campbell, caught more roach than dace, which has been quite a rare 

occurrence for some years. Work has been done to open up more swims on 

the canal (thanks to Stuart Brown) and there is now a grand total of thirty. 

On the downside, we briefly had an arrangement with the Newbury Trout 

Lake carp syndicate to access Fidler’s, which had to be terminated due to 

members not securing their gate properly. 

 

The gravel washing done at one site just below Hambridge in 2020 seems 

to have paid dividends - large chub and barbel were seen to be spawning 

(Front to rear) Mark Flux, Ian Campbell and Stuart Brown undertaking gravel 
washing on the River Kennet at Hambridge to improve spawning habitat. 



there earlier this summer. Accordingly, that site, two more on the upstream 

length, and one on Fidler’s were gravel washed this autumn. Thanks to Mark 

Flux, Ian Hagget and Stuart Brown for their help with this. 

 

Unfortunately, our attempts to emulate the success of the Avon Roach 

Project with roach spawning boards was a complete failure, but 

(undeterred) we will try again next spring with more boards at more sites. 

 

Riseley Mill - River Whitewater 

CSAS members that have fished our stretch of the River Whitewater at 

Riseley Mill have recorded some good catches of mostly chub and trout, but 

some large perch have also been caught. The silver fish (dace/roach) have 

once again been somewhat thin on the ground, a few perch/pike have 

shown but sadly no barbel have to our knowledge been caught, but they 

have been caught in the past, so fingers crossed one day they will turn up 

again in members catch reports.  

The tree pruning we did back in the spring has opened up many swims at 

the top end of the fishery, and it’s in these shaded areas that most fish are 

caught – predominantly on trotted maggot. 

 



Sheepwalk Big Lake – ‘The Clear Pit’ 

This lake receives a lot less attention than the enigmatic Ellis, but situated 

just across a narrow causeway, its big fish potential is comparable. Deep, 

snaggy and mysterious, this venue has a long history of campaigns by 

famous anglers and to many, Sheepwalk is the jewel in our Crown. 

 

Tales of huge carp and tench are easily heard as you tread the banks of this 

famous complex – but actual catch reports are another matter entirely! 

Over the years, many anglers have reported seeing a large, fat common of 

a prodigious size. Many scoffed at the idea, saying it was wishful thinking. 

However, this summer the myth became reality for 'Kew Gardens' Kevin, 

who actually landed 'The Rugby Ball’. 

 

Keith Fender with a beautiful mid-thirty from Big Sheepwalk 

 

The 50 Dinton-strain carp that were stocked in 2014 are now exceeding all 

expectations and are flourishing in their rich environment. Several are now 

believed to be mid to upper thirties and we have every reason to believe 

even bigger fish are present. As a tench water, 'Big Shep' gets largely 

ignored but they are definitely present to large sizes and numerous eels are 

known to inhabit the lake. Sheepwalk is a lake where you can get off the 

beaten track and left alone; it thrives on its reputation of being remarkably 

difficult, but the rewards are always on offer for those prepared to take on 

the challenge. 



 

Sheepwalk Little Pit 

Plenty of people exclusively target this intimate little lake and love the close 

quarter 'half a wrap ' kind of fishing it offers. The venue can present plenty 

of opportunity to stalk fish up-close and to observe them in the overhanging 

trees - if you like this kind of fishing, this lake is for you. Like our larger two 

lakes on the same complex, Little Sheepwalk is mainly a carp and tench 

venue and  both are present to specimen size. However, in recent years 

pike have also been caught to large sizes and its now recognised by big 

pike anglers as a water worthy of attention. 

Just a handful of the numerous lovely carp caught from Sheepwalk Little Pit this year. 

(Left) John Merrit with a beautiful Dinton-strained carp, which was stocked into Big 
Sheepwalk in 2014 and has flourished. (Right) Kalon with a simply gorgeous mirror. 



 

The lake holds a relatively low stock of predominantly large tench and some 

dark, old carp, complimented by more recent stockings of carp, tench and 

roach. Just how many of these have made it through to adulthood is not 

clear and like both Ellis and its bigger cousin, Little Sheepwalk is full of 

mystery. Double-figure tench and unknown 30lb-plus carp have been 

caught from here, and it fishes well right into the colder months. 

 

Standford End - River Loddon 

It was a slow start to the season on the River Loddon at Standford End, due 

to low river levels and a large amount of of weed growth in the river, which 

made bait presentation challenging. Nevertheless, there are plenty of 

silverfish to be caught on maggots and good quality perch on lob worms. 

The larger chub are usually being caught on pellets after dark. 

  

Since trapping of signal crayfish ceased on the stretch in the summer of 

2020, the crayfish situation does not appear to have changed, 

Access to swims - especially throughout the bottom section - is still difficult 

due to restrictions imposed as a working farm and being SSSI site. Once 

we get some more rain and frosts, we expect the fishing to greatly improve. 

 

Kintbury 

Good catches of silverfish in excess 5lb+ of silvers have been taken by 

Fishery Manager, Jeff Fish, mostly on punched bread. 

 

Unfortunately, the situation with moored boats remains frustrating and 

there has been no progress with improvements to the bank above the 

bridge. Parking can be a challenge with the Canal & River Trust car park 

being utilised by people using the station, dog walkers and boaters and 

River Loddon Fishery Manager, Alan Muller, with a cracking nocturnal chub of around 5lb, 
and a surprise pike for Mark Gratham caught on float tackle during a match! 



therefore it can sometimes be difficult finding a space. It's a shame that 

there are so many negative factors that affect us as anglers, as we consider 

Kintbury a very good canal fishery, particularly in the winter. 

Windsor Racecourse – River Thames 

Windsor this season so far has been a busy one with a number of anglers 

netting new PBs. The roach have shown above and below the weir, with 

some good bags to be had for the angler who seeks them out. The dace 

seem to be there with some good-quality 10oz fish showing up, whereas 

the chub are, as ever, elusive but a solitary huge fish are possible. 

 

The barbel fishing this season has been nothing short of incredible, with a 

good number of 15lb+ fish coming out, in addition to several smaller 

single-figure fish, which hopefully signals a positive future for the fishery. 

 

Members Forum and Facebook Page 

If you haven’t done so already, please ‘like’ the CSAS Facebook page to 

keep up to date with all our latest news and events.  

 

Please also get involved in conversations on our members’ forum! Just go 

to the CSAS website and click on the ‘Members Only’ tab. Your username is 

member123 and your password is jumbo747. 

 

 

Comments and Questions about this Newsletter 

Please address these to Newsletter Editor James Champkin via email to 

jdchampkin@gmail.com, or in the post to 43 Manor Close, Stoke Hammond, 

Milton Keynes, Buckinghamshire, MK17 9DJ.  
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