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CHAIRMAN’S MESSAGE
The season is going well thus far with some excellent catches being reported from
Windsor, Sheepwalk, Crabtree and East Whipley. Despite the loss of Datchet our
membership has been surprisingly resilient, and we now have 588 members. Publicity
is the key to attracting new members, so please keep sending me photos of your
catches so I can post them on our Facebook page.
It has become apparent that there is definitely at least one (and possibly more
sturgeon) lurking in Little Sheepwalk. Given that the Environment Agency are
threatening us with all manner of dire consequences unless we catch and remove this
beast, the Society is offering a reward of £100 for the capture alive of this fish. There
is a holding net in place at Little Sheepwalk near the entrance. If you catch a
sturgeon, please put the fish in there and contact Tony Thomas or Ian Campbell.
The annual night match held at Windsor in July was well attended, with Steve Haden
and his wife cooking up some excellent burgers. Please find more information on the
match below. For the hardier souls among you, please don’t forget the Fur ‘n Feather

match taking place at Windsor on 8th December followed by a meal. Location and
price details for the meal will be published on Facebook and the forum imminently.
Our negotiations for the lease on Ellis are still ongoing and have been complicated by
the fact that the owner of the Lagoon died earlier this year. The Lagoon has been put
on the market for an asking price of £150,000; however, we contacted specialist
fishery valuers who estimated the value to be £10,000. Littleton Sailing Club and the
Society have made a joint offer to the vendor. Negotiations are being led by our
secretary David Kennedy. If we are unsuccessful in these negotiations fishing will
have to stop in the Lagoon at the end of March 2020, but we will of course keep
members updated with developments.
I was recently sent photographs of the menu of the Society dinner from 1936. It
struck me that this would be a good tradition to revive – dinner following the Annual
General Meeting. I shall send an email to all members to try and gauge the level of
support for this idea.
Grant Milliam – Chairman

The menu from the annual CSAS dinner in 1936 - a tradition that we'd like to resurrect.

COMPETITIONS
Tony Paul Memorial Night Match
This annual match was held following a splendid barbecue run by Mr and Mrs Steve
Haden, and a tackle auction which raised £35 for the Woking Hospice.

The results were as follows (eighteen fished, seven weighed in):
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

1st Fraser Macadam - 17lb 3oz (three bream)
2nd Colin Dapp - 10lb 8oz (1 bream)
3rd Richard Cowling - 7lb 4oz (one big eel, roach, dace and perch)
4th Graham Marks - 7lb 3oz (one bream)
5th Shane Taylor - 5lb (one bream)
6th Paul Kitchen - 3lb 5oz (roach, dace, chub)
7th Derek Cowlin - 1lb 3oz (two eels, would have been more, but keepnet was
dropped into the water and there was a Great Escape)

Fraser Macadam accordingly wins the Tony Paul Memorial Tankard.

Fur ‘N Feather Match - Sunday 8th December 2019
This will be held at Windsor Racecourse and our Fishery Manager Ian Campbell has
kindly agreed to organise it. The draw will take place at 08:00 hours. Entry will be
strictly limited to those who have previously booked with Ian (01784 466533,
cmpfranc@aol.com). Please book your place with Ian by 2nd December 2019 at the
latest. If you have not contacted Ian by this date, you will not be able to fish in the
match. The winner will receive the Reg. Dance Memorial Cup, and as before every
participant will receive a prize. The meal and prize giving will be held in the Duke of
Edinburgh pub in Windsor Forest. The address of the pub is: The Duke of Edinburgh,
Woodside Road, Windsor Forest, SL4 2DP. The entry fee for the match, including the
meal afterwards and a prize for every entrant, will be £17.
The menu is as follows:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Roast turkey & stuffing, roast potatoes, parsnips & seasonable vegetables
Roast beef & Yorkshire pudding, roast potatoes, parsnips & seasonable
vegetables
Hearty steak & ale pie, French fries & garden vegetables
Fresh haddock in beer batter, French fries & garden vegetables
Lasagne verde & mixed salad
Chilli con carne & rice

Please make cheques payable to Ian Campbell and place your food order with him when
you book.

FISHERY REPORTS
Crabtree Lake
Crabtree has continued to fish fairly well, especially for roach and perch, with good bags
of both species being taken. Lure anglers are enjoying good sport with the sergeants,
the largest reported around the 2lb mark.

Our Fisheries Officer, Ian Campbell, and a friend took scale samples from thirty roach
from Crabtree and they have been sent to the EA for ageing - we await the results. All
of the roach were at least seven inches long or over, which gave the impression that
perhaps the perch population had predated the smaller silver fish. However, smaller
roach have been caught by Ian on subsequent visits.
The carp do not seem to have been coming out as easily as in the past. They are still
present, having been witnessed spawning, but are perhaps wising up. Having said this,
thinking anglers have caught recently up to nine carp from Crabtree during a single
session
Arturas Gulbinas, the Fishery Manager, reports that poaching has declined dramatically
this year. The Model Club are constructing a model vehicle circuit in the field to the left
of the gate as you enter, which will result in improved security.

A fine common carp caught from our delightful little lake at East Whipley.

The Society recently received confirmation from the Environment Agency that they are
able to supply approximately 800 tench for stocking into Crabtree. These will originate
from their fish farm at Calverton in Nottinghamshire and we hope to introduce these
before Christmas.
East Whipley Lake
East Whipley continues to be a useful small-lake fishery for those anglers who enjoy a
relaxing day in pleasant rural surroundings. Catches have been broadly similar to last
year, with sporting common carp to just under 10lb being regularly taken. The large
shoals of small roach and rudd can be a nuisance during the summer months, but a
better stamp of roach have been caught too. This year there have also been a few
reports of decent-sized crucians; or are they crucian hybrids? If you catch one, please
upload a photo to the CSAS forum so they we can solve the mystery.

The recent heavy rainfall has provided a relief to the falling levels at this fishery.

Ellis Water
It has been a chequered season on Ellis and although we have seen a considerable
number of specimen sized fish banked there have been numerous problems and lots of
blanks.
Littleton Sailing Club continued to experiment with blue dye in an attempt to control
the weed growth and this has led to speculation amongst the anglers that it is having a
detrimental effect on our sport. Obviously, the weed is necessary for a healthy fishery
and in the spring the lake seemed completely devoid of it. The angling was very difficult
between March and May with very few reported captures and we were understandably
concerned. However, since the spring the weed has come returned with a vengeance;
so much so that much of the shallows are currently unfishable. This is great for the fish
stocks who are having a wonderful time hiding in this aquatic jungle, but hasn’t helped
the sailors and to some extent has made fishing the lake trickier still. Previously
unproductive areas have fished their heads off whilst ‘banker’ swims have failed to
produce anything. In previous years you could count on being able to extricate fish from
the weed with patience, but currently it’s so luxuriant that many more fish are being
lost as a result.
Since June the fishing has picked up and plenty of carp, tench and bream have been
caught along with a couple of massive eels. In particular, the tench seem to have had
a good year with many more than usual being caught along with plenty of smaller fish,
suggesting that these are younger fish coming up through the ranks. Similarly, the
bream have appeared in much better condition this year as in previous seasons many
of those caught have been in poor condition, particularly postspawning. A number of
double-figure tench have been recorded and the bream have been reported to over
15lb.
Incidentally, bream and tench anglers have enjoyed outstanding success with the carp
with a couple of very large commons having fallen to their more refined tactics. Food
for thought, especially when one of these fish is believed to have avoided capture for
more than eight years!

This stunning common - weighing 36lb 1oz - was caught from Ellis Water by CSAS
Committee Member James Champkin while bream fishing. It is thought to have gone
uncaught for over 8 years prior to this capture!

The ‘missing list' for Ellis is now so extensive that many have begun to believe that
most of the old fish are no longer with us. However, sightings of giant fish continue
unabated and are so consistent that they can’t be passed over as exaggeration or
wishful thinking. The regular sighting of a common estimated to exceed 50lbs is now
commonplace, as well as plenty of ‘lesser' fish in the 30lb plus bracket.
For the record, the largest documented fish caught this year are as follows:
•
•
•
•

‘The Tench Fish’ – 37lb
The June Fish - 37lb
Rudder Tail - 38lb
Laker's Common - 36lb+

The stock fish have been recorded as high as 34lb and it’s reasonable to assume there
are many of them now at this weight, but with the abundant natural food resources
they are not easy to catch!
We have a distinct lack of information on pike or perch stocks in the lake and would be
grateful for any reports. It appears that predator anglers are the new secret squirrels!
Sheepwalk Big Lake – ‘The Clear Pit’
Sheepwalk Big Lake (historically referred to by local carp anglers as ‘The Clear Pit’) is
definitely not a water for the faint hearted or the angler that requires instant success.
Deep, crystal clear, weedy and snaggy with a low stock density; this will either whet
your appetite or discourage you depending on the type of angler you are. Waters like

this are getting harder to find as many clubs continue to stock carp, but here is a chance
to pit your wits against fish in their natural environment.
Its widely believed that there are larger fish present in Sheepwalk than actually get
caught. Rumours of monstrous carp have led to an air of mystery about the place and
recent stockings of young fish have added a new dimension to the lake. Many of these
new fish are now thought to weigh in excess of 30lbs, showing excellent growth rates,
and have become as elusive as the older residents. Enormous tench are also resident
in Sheepwalk, with the existing British Record of over 15lb being caught by Darren
‘Tetley’ Ward from the lake in 2001. However, very few specimen anglers possess the
determination to persistently target these fish. If you do catch a big tench from
Sheepwalk, we’d love to hear about it.
Common and mirror carp have both been caught to over 30lb from Sheepwalk this year,
with a number of recognised fish including:
•
•
•

Warty (common) - 33lb
Wayne’s World - 30lb+
Paul’s Pet - 30lb+

Sheepwalk Little Pit
The carp stocked into the Little Pit on the Sheepwalk Complex continue to astound us
with their growth rates and they are beautiful fish. Unfortunately, the tench that were
stocked at the same time seem to have disappeared, but it is hoped they are just being
elusive. Some huge tench weighing well into double-figures have been reported from
the lake this season, in addition to several carp to upper twenties.
A work party was held earlier this autumn and was advertised on the Civil Service AS
Facebook page. It was great to see this event well-attended and the collective effort
resulted in a substantial number of snags being removed. There is still a considerable
amount of work to be done so please keep an eye out for any future work parties and
try to attend them where possible. Whilst it is recognised that the fish need snags for
refuge and as a ‘larder' for natural food, anglers have started to fish in them and this
has resulted in the loss of many fish. Rather than stipulating a list of complicated rules
regarding snag fishing it was thought better to remove snags from the lake except for
one corner which would be deemed out of bounds. Overhanging bushes and trees would
be left in place to provide features to fish to.
As an angling society, the fish are our greatest asset and whilst we all want to catch
them, we also want fish to remain in the best condition possible. We hope that these
measures will go some way to achieving this, to the benefit of everyone.
The presence of sturgeon in the Little Pit has caused consternation amongst the
membership and some have expressed their approval with its (illegal) introduction.
However (and as outlined in our Chairman’s opening remarks), the Environment Agency
are less enthusiastic about its presence as this species is not permitted to be kept in
fisheries in England. They have given the Society notice to remove them so should you

be lucky enough to catch one please inform Tony Thomas immediately and retain the
fish in the holding cage currently in place at the lake.
Members are politely reminded that bait boats are now banned on Sheepwalk Little
Pit.

This small sturgeon was caught from Little Sheepwalk earlier this summer. And is presumably
the result of an illegal release by a member of the public. We have offered a reward to
members for its removal.

Hambridge
Reports from the River Kennet at Hambridge have been rather thin on the ground. It
would appear that the dace fishing has improved enormously but with barbel have been
few and far between. However, one angler reports seeing a large shoal (40 - 50) of
barbel between 6 and 8lbs on the upstream shallows in the summer. Grayling are still
being caught, but the number of trout seems to have declined somewhat. There have
also been some unconfirmed reports of good bags of roach from the canal.
At the end of October, the Environment Agency carried out a fish survey over 200 yards
below the bridge at Hambridge. Conditions were difficult for surveying with the river
carrying extra water, but approximately 30 trout up to 2lb were captured, in addition
to a similar number of chub, several dace and grayling. Several small barbel were also
captured, including some fish that were too small to be the barbel previously stocked
by the Environment Agency. This is a great indication that barbel are recruiting
successfully in the river.
Negotiations with Rivar, the landowners, are ongoing, in an attempt to get parking
nearer to Fidlers. Dealing with Rivar, however, is akin to wading through treacle. The
precarious railway sleeper 'bridge' over the drain downstream from the lower car park
has been widened to make access safer.

Regarding the River Kennet generally, Del Shackleford, Reading and District Angling
Association’s Fisheries Officer recently wrote a very optimistic article in the Angler's
Mail. This is available, with many interesting comments, on R&DAA's Facebook page.

The Environment Agency's recent fish survey on the River Kennet at Hambridge
revealed a large number of good-sized trout and chub, in addition to several dace,
grayling and barbel.

Kintbury
Some good catches were made on the Kennet & Avon Canal at Kintbury earlier this
year, particularly from below the bridge before the mill stream. Simple maggot and
whip tactics are accounting for many fish, including plenty of silvers and occasional
perch. I caught them on a 5 m whip on the flowing bit below the bridge before it goes
off to the mill stream.
Moored boats are still presenting problems for access, but the effort to find a fishable
spot is well worth making.
Midgham
The Kennet & Avon Canal at Midgham has been throwing up some good bream at the
bottom end near the lock (the wide part). During one three-hour match, six out of eight
anglers fishing caught proper bream. The winning weight was 20lb 10oz, Bream caught
on feeder tactics. Silver fish are also showing but it's the bream that have been most
evident thus far.
Last year and earlier this year approximately 2000lb of silver fish were stocked into the
canal, including some large roach and hybrids.

Windsor Racecourse

Our stretches of the Kennet & Avon Canal at Kintbury (left) and Midgham (right) are beautiful
places to spend a day.

The fishing on the Society’s stretch of the River Thames at Windsor started typically
this season with several big carp being caught from the weir pool, the biggest a stunning
mirror weighing 32lb – a truly superb river carp. Barbel are showing all along the length
with a good number of fish in the 6lb to 8lb bracket as well as a number of doubles to
over 13lb. For those that enjoy the silvers, the dace have returned with good bags of
roach and dace being caught, including some dace showing in the 8-10oz bracket.
Plans are ongoing to install silt-clearing flow deflectors in The Ditch with the intention
of improving it as a spawning channel and nursery habitat. Despite a great deal of help
from EA Fisheries Officers the need to provide highly detailed plans to gain EA consent
has held things up considerably. Work in progress!

CSAS member Steve with a reported 15lb+ barbel caught from Windsor Racecourse.

THAMES VALLEY ANGLING ASSOCIATION
Last year the Society affiliated to the TVAA. They have done a lot of work on the
Roundmoor Ditch, ably assisted by CSAS member Stuart Brown. We would like to see
more CSAS members getting involved - details of work parties etc. are available on the
TVAA Facebook page.
On a more sinister note, there was a report of two people, claiming to be CSAS
members, in the Clewer Stream car park, refusing to show their membership cards to
a TVAA bailiff. It's difficult to unpick what actually happened, but members are reminded
that TVAA bailiffs, of course, have the same rights to see cards as our own bailiffs.

GENERAL NEWS
Temporary Membership Tickets
Please note that where night fishing is allowed on a fishery, a Temporary Membership
Ticket can be issued for 24 hours.
Membership Prices
Membership prices were reduced this year to reflect the fact that The Society
relinquished our lease on the River Thames at Datchet. On the advice of the Treasurer,
the subscriptions for next year will be discussed and decided at the forthcoming General
Purposes Committee meeting at the end of November.
The new rates for the 2020/21 season will be published in the Forum and on
Facebook when decided.
Cormorant Consultation – Please Have Your Voice Heard!
The Government has opened a public consultation on the General Licensing system for
controlling wild birds. This follows the well-publicised retraction (and subsequent
reinstatement) of the General Licences earlier this year after a political campaign by
Chris Packham’s organisation, Wild Justice.

We finally have a unique opportunity to push for cormorants to be included on the new
General Licences, meaning that fishery managers would be able to control them as
required. This is something that the Angling Trust has campaigned for since 2009.

Importantly for anglers, this consultation gives a vital opportunity for us to press for
cormorants to be included on the new General Licences, such that fishery managers
could control them as needed – something that our National Governing Body the Angling
Trust has campaigned for over many years.

Please
visit
https://consult.defra.gov.uk/wildlife-management/wild-birds-generallicence-survey/ to have your say and refer to the Angling Trust website for further
advice and information. The deadline for responses is Thursday 5th December 2019.
To quote Angling Trust Head of Policy, Martin Salter: “If you don't participate this time
around, please don't complain if nothing gets done!”
EA Grants
We are very pleased to be able to announce that the EA has awarded us a grant of £300
for the purchase of a 2" pump and hoses to enable us to do our own gravel washing at
Hambridge, and possibly the Ditch at Windsor. The set-up can also be used for aeration
if oxygen levels ever become an issue on our still water fisheries.
Members Forum and Facebook Page
If you haven’t done so already, please ‘like’ the CSAS Facebook page to keep up to date
with all our latest news and events.
Please also get involved in conversations on our members’ forum! Just go to the CSAS
website and click on the ‘Members Only’ tab. Your username is member123 and your
password is jumbo747.

Comments and Questions about this Newsletter
Please address these to Newsletter Editor James Champkin via email to
jdchampkin@gmail.com, or in the post to 43 Manor Close, Stoke Hammond, Milton
Keynes, Buckinghamshire, MK17 9DJ.

